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WEEK-END WANDERINGS

Tom Bradley’s Yorkshire Rivers

by David I Bower

uring the years 1890-1893 the Yorkshire

Weekly Post newspaper published a

series of articles under the general title

By the Banks of the Yorkshire Rivers.
Each article describing one of the rivers' was
divided into several parts, accompanied by a
bird’s-eye view strip map of the section of river
described, with the surrounding villages, major
houses, roads, railways and other features of
interest. Strip maps of the major rivers of Europe,
such as the Rhine, Rhone, Danube and Thames,
have always been popular with tourists®, but this
series 1s unusual in covering nearly all the rivers of
the largest county in England, with a total length
of over 500 miles (800 km). Most of these rivers
are tributaries of the Ouse, which has as its estuary
the river Humber (Fig.1). For its time the series is
somewhat old-fashioned, because bird’s-eye views

were beginning to give way to ichnographic plans
with engravings, or later photographs, of the
places of interest added alongside,’ but maps with
perspective views are still popular and the charm
of those described here lies in the sketches, some
quite detailed and others much less so, of the
teatures described in the texts accompanying
them.

Preceding the first article, on the river Wharfe,
is the statement “We commence this week a series
of articles on the rivers of Yorkshire, in which it is
proposed to deal with the principal features of our
county streams in a simple and concise manner,
and, without entering much into detail, pointing
out what there is to be seen and how best to see
it. We venture to believe that the routes and other
information given on the accompanying bird’s-
eye view will be of undoubted service to

Fig. 1

The Yorkshire rivers
as shown on the
back cover of each
book except for the
original edition of
number 10, where
there is an
advertisement for
bicycles.
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M Tom Bradley’s Yorkshire Rivers

Modern watercolour
of Muker in the
Swale valley.
Painting
reproduced by
permission of the
artist, John Sibson.

pedestrians and tourists in the coming summer
months, whilst the appended distances, which are
taken from the six-inch ordnance survey maps,
will greatly aid them in marking out their week-
end wanderings.’

At the end of the final part of the description
of the Wharfe is the statement ‘The articles on the
Wharfe which have appeared in The Yorkshire
Weekly Post are now published collectively in
book form. The work which is printed on
superfine paper, is handy in size,’ and convenient
for the pocket and contains a folding view of the
Wharfe showing the river from mouth to source
in one continuous length. To be had of all
booksellers, or at The Yorkshire Post offices, Leeds.
Price sixpence.” By 15" July, about three weeks
after this was written, the third ‘edition’ was
published, which gives an indication of the
popularity of the articles and books at the time.
Subsequently The Yorkshire Post published nine
further books based on the river articles, shown as
2ictol 91ftandiO11 ntiithe) tablediiEhej idatesof
publication in the newspaper and of first
publication in book form are given there, together
with the dimensions of the maps as reproduced in
the books.

The newspaper articles are not signed and the
name Tom Bradley first appeared when they were
issued in book form. A further book by Tom

Bradley containing a description and strip map of
the river Washburn was published in 1895 as
number 10 of the series, now described as
‘Bradley’s Yorkshire Rivers’. Unusually, the map
is signed ‘T. Bradley 1895’ and is marked
‘Copyright’, as is the front cover of the book,
again unusually. The map is coloured, rather
crudely, in three colours. No articles on the
Washburn appeared in the newspaper before the
book’s publication and it seems to have been
published by the author. Advertised in the book is
Bradley’s Yorkshire Rivers No.11 - The Humber,
which is said to be ‘In the Press’. I have not been
able to find any copy of this book and the British
Library catalogue says that the description of the
river Humber is missing from both copies of the
river series held by the Library. No book in the
series describes the river Ribble, although articles
on this river were published in the newspaper (see
table). The Ribble does not flow entirely within
Yorkshire and that may be the reason for its
omission from the series of books, or there may
have been some dispute between Bradley and the
newspaper.

The books subsequently went through several
‘editions’, and the latest complete facsimile reprint
of the series was published in 1988 by the Old Hall
Press.” In this edition the Washburn map was
reproduced in black and white for uniformity with
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